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which, even taken in minute doses, paralyses the muscles
of the heart. And it has the further advantage that
it leaves no traces. I have tried it on a dozen animals,
all of whom died perfectly painlessly within a few
minutes. But in no case couiil any trace of the drug
be found in their bodies subsequently.
" Now, what I propose is this, Priestley. I have here
two identical watch-glasses. One of those contains five
grains of this drug, and the other live grains t3l"bicar-
bpnate of soda. Which is which, I do not know myself.
They are absolutely identical in appearance. But, lest'
you should think that I am not playing tair, the choice
shall be yours. Would you mind coming over here?"
Dr, Priestley rose, to find that the muzzle of the
automatic exactly followed his movements. On the
bench beside Faversham lay the two watch-glasses,
each containing a tiny heap of a white powder. As
Faversham had said, they looked exactly alike. There
was no possible rmvuns of distinguishing between them
by inspection alone,
" You'll lind a couple of beakers in front of you,
and there's water in the tap," said Faversham, without
changing his position.
Dr. Priestley tipped the contents of the watch-glasses,
one into each beaker. Then with a steady hand, he ran
a little water into each in turn. By the aid of stirring
with a glass rod, the powders slowly dissolved.
FcTversham watched his actions with a queer smile,
" That'll do," he said. " I haven't the remotest notion
which is which, and Fin perfectly sure that you
haven't. Now then, hand one of them over; I promise
you that they won't taste as bad as Hinehliffe's cock-
tail."
Without the slightest hesitation Dr. Priestley picked
up one of the beakers, and gave it to Faversham, who
held it up to the light. " "Fes, it's all dissolved," hne